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Dear Mr MacAuley
EXTENDED SCHOOLS PROGRAMME
We are now in the second year of the Extended Schools programme.  Much has been achieved in the first year largely due to the enthusiasm and commitment of staff in the participating schools.  The Department shall be obtaining a picture of the quality of provision through the reports by the Education and Training Inspectorate and via the annual report to be produced by each education and library board.
As with any new programme, Extended Schools has thrown up areas of debate and concern and requiring substantial discussions and correspondence with School Principals and ELB co-ordinators.  This is no bad thing – the practical out-workings of any policy always require refinement and clarification in the light of experience on the ground.  I thought it might be helpful if the Department and Board Officers were to meet with groups of principals, randomly selected, from time to time to discuss the programme including emerging issues and programme development.  

School participants will be free to raise issues on the day, although it will be helpful if advance notice can be given to allow DE to consider, and these should reflect not only the opinion of the individual school but of Extended Schools in the region.  
The intention is to have the first meeting in September and your school was one of those selected to participate in this first meeting.  I should be grateful therefore if you or the school co-ordinator could attend the first meeting which has been arranged for 27th September 2007.  Further details of time and venue will be issued at a later date. 

Yours sincerely

Steven Law
School Improvement Branch
(028 91279418

