Lesson Observation (A)
Date:……………………………………

Teacher:……………………………………………       Class:……………..

Reviewer:…………………………………………

Observation Focus:  

The teaching methods used enable all pupils to learn effectively.

Linkage to previous Teaching & Learning

You linked verbally; perhaps some use of the pupils learning efforts or comments from them would have been helpful.  Written task or group discussion can be used.
Pupils’ experience/ideas drawn upon and explored

You made use of pupil ideas.  Suggestion:- Is there any way of having specific methods for recognizing all pupil efforts?
Variety of activities/questioning techniques used

Relative to last point you used small groups and questions seeking important and posing problems.  Have you thought out a pattern or range which you will use to aid learning?
Clear and specific explanations and instructions

You were very good on this pupil. Clearly understood their activities but you might consider pupil ‘led’ scenarios. 
Involvement of all pupils

All involved at some stage but you might consider how ‘quieter’ or ‘weaker’ pupils may be recognised fully

Appropriate methods of differentiation used:

Good use of extensive exercises and peer support.  There is a programme on teachers TV  video resource on assessment/learning which might be useful.
Lesson Observation (B)
Date: 12/02/07……………………………………

Teacher: Mr A. Brown…………………………..      Class:8AI……………..

Reviewer: Mrs D. Black…………………………
Observation Focus:  

The teaching methods used enable all pupils to learn effectively.

Linkage to previous Teaching & Learning 
The topic of Norman castles was linked to the agreed scheme of work and to work that the pupils had done last year in P7. ‘Homes through the ages’.  It followed a unit by the class to Carrickfergus castle. It was placed in the context of the Norman invasion of  England in 1066 and the story of John De Courcy in Ulster in 1180.
Pupils’ experience/ideas drawn upon and explored

There was an open discussion of what pupils had enjoyed most in their visit to the castle.  After a few minutes this was dominated by a small group of 4 or 5 pupils and most of the rest of the class gradually opted out.  The opportunity offered by the boy who stated there was a motte on his farm was not explored.
Variety of activities/questioning techniques used

The discussion was followed by reading from the text book to ‘get things back on track’. Pupils finished this task at different times and were not given any opportunity to use other resources.  The questions that followed required very limited recall and response in short statements.

Clear and specific explanations and instructions

Pupils knew what they had to do as a summary of the lesson structure was placed on the whiteboard.  The homework set was recorded by all pupils.
Involvement of all pupils

In the discussion and answering only a minority of the class were involved.  The reading of the text book was completed in a spasmodic way with little evidence of what pupils had leaned.

Appropriate methods of differentiation used:

Differentiation was not planned for as the class were taught as a whole group without the interaction possible through discussion in small groups or effective use of the ICT resources in the room.
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